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and presented them with some sheets 
of paper, coated with the same pre- 
paration, which had been made for 
the purpose of receiving writing, 
that couid be effaced with a sponge. 
The coating of this paper, and what 
could be scraped from the pillars, 
were analysed ; and from the results 
of these analyses, the account given 
by the son, and various experimen- 
tal trials subsequently made, the 
following appears to be an accurate 
description of the preparation, ex- 
cept perhaps with respect to the pro- 
portion of the ingredients, and in 
these Mr. Bachelier himself probably 
followed no precise rule. 

The quantity of lime to be used 
at once, being determined on, this 
is to be slaked in as little water as 
possible, but enough to enable it to 
pass through a sieve not very fine, 
in order to separate the parts that 
will not slake. This is to be tritura- 
ted with skimmed-milk cheese, to 
the consistence of a soft, smooth, 
and coherent paste ; when calcined 
gypsum, equal to about two-filths of 
the weight of the lime, and pure 
white lead equal to about one third, 
are to be added; and by farther 
grinding on the stone, with the ad- 
dition of a little water, the whole is 
to be reduced to a pap, rather thick 
than fluid. Lastly, it is to be di- 
luted with common water the mo- 
ment of using it, which is to be done 
with a painters or varnishers brush. 

Mr. Bachelier used oystershell 
lime, but good stone lime is probably 
rot less efficacious. Care must be 
taken, that the white lead is not adul- 
terated with whiting, as this 
would render the composition less 
adhesive. Indeed I am inclined to 
think, from the account given by his 
fon, that he did not use ceruse, but 
employed a strong solution of sugar 
of lead instead of the water here di- 
rected. All the whey must be well 
pressed, out of the cheese ; and, if it be 



not fresh made, it should be left some 
time e.xpo-ed to a moist air to soften. 
When used fresh, about a fourth of 
the weight of the other three ingre- 
dients will be a sufficient quantity. 
The coating laid on should be so thin, 
as not to injure the delicacy of the 
edges or indented angles of the finest 
sculpture. 

On the Culture oj the Potato in Hot- 
beds; by Thomas Andreiu Knight, 
Esq. F.ti.S., (fc. 

' I HIE potato being now very ex-. 
■*• tensively cultivated under glass, 
and with artificial heaj, any improve- 
ment of its culture will probably 
prove acceptable to many readers of 
the Horticultural Transactions; and 
I am therefore induced to send the 
following account of some methods 
which I h.ive practised with success, 
and which will, 1 believe, be found 
better than any at present generally 
known. 

The varieties of potatoes, which 
are well calculated for early forcing, 
begin to vegetate before Christmas.; 
and it is of consequence to preserve 
the germs and roots first emitted, 
from injury, where a crop of good 
potatoes is required before the em) 
of May. I therefore plant my po- 
tatoes in pots of about six inches 
diameter, in January (a single pota- 
to in each), and the pots are then 
placed in the ground, and coveted 
with litter, to protect them from 
frpst ; and in this situation they re- 
main till the hot-bed is ready to re- 
ceive them. In the mean time, tlie 
roots extend themselves through the 
mould within the pots, and the germs 
reach its surface; whilst the excita- 
bility of the plants is not at all ex. 
pended, on account of the low tem- 
perature in which they vegetate : 
and, therefore, when plunged into 
the hot-bed, they instantly shoot 
with excessive rapidity, and in a few! 
days begjn to generate tubers. Ons 
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stem alone should be suffered to 
grow in each pot ; for where more 
remain, the tubers are smaller, and 
the crop is not. increased in weight. 
When the plants grow in small pots, 
the gardener will have apparently 
the advantage of being able to take 
oat the largest potatoes, by inverting 
the pots, without materially injuring 
the fibrou9 roots; but this practice' 
will rarely be fouud eligible, be* 
cause the plants, having the range 
of their roots confined to the limits 
of the pot, soon occupy the whole of 
their pasture, and therefore do not 
produce their tubers in succession as 
they will under common circum- 
stances. 

The lights should be drawn off* 
during the day, when the Spring is 
far enough advanced to permit this 
to be done without, injury to the 
plants ; and early in May the pots 
may be taken out of the hotbed, 
which may be employed for other 
purposes; and as it must neces- 
sarily have been kept very dry dur- 
ing the latter period of the growth 
of the potatoes, it will generally af- 
ford a strong heat on being well 
watered. 

I confine my plants (which are na- 
turally of very dwarfish growth) to 
small pots, because under this mode 
of culture the. tubers acquire ma- 
turity sooner, and are better; but 
the crop is not so heavy as when 
their fibrous roots are permitted to 
extend more widely : and therefore, 
where a larger, but rather later crop, 
is required, the best plan is to put 
the tubers to vegetate in small pots, 
and from these to remove them, 
with their rootsaod germs uninjured, 
to the hot-bed. 

I tried the effect of placing a few 
tubers (half a dozen only) on the 
floor of my cellar, disposing them 
just in contact with each otherj 



and as soon as the germs were about 
four inches long, a hot-bed was made 
ready to receive them. This experi- 
ment-succeeded perfectly ; and as it is 
n6t attemled with so much expense 
and trouble as either of the preced- 
ing methods, it will be found, in 
many cafes, the most eligible. All 
that appears necessary to obtain aa 
early crop', is to advance the growth 
of the plant, as much as convenient, 
under a low temperature, so as to 
avoid iill unnecessary expenditure 
of its excitability ; and, subsequent- 
ly, to preserve its gertns and roots 
as much as possible uninjured in 
transplantation. 

Were the potato incapable of be* 
irig raised by forcing in greater per- 
fection, than it is found in the mar- 
kets of the metropolis, I should think 
the labour and expense of propagat- 
ing it very ill applied : but the yellow 
Variety, which is now very generally 
cultivated round London, and which 
is known in other parts of the king* 
dom under the name of Fox's Seed- 
ling, has no other merits, whilst 
young, than its earliness, and a mo- 
derately large produce, for in every 
other respect it is below mediocrity"; 
and even when full grown, it is never 
excellent :— indeed, a good potato 
for forcing, does not. appear to me 
to be at present in the possession of 
the market gardeners of London. 

I hoped to have sent this year to 
the Horticultural Society, samples 
of two or three very early new varie- 
ties of potatoes, w'hicb I have ob- 
tained from seed by the process de- 
tailed in their Transactions of (807 ; 
and for that purpose I bad planted 
a considerable quantity. But, un- 
fortunately, 1 planted" thefn in a 
field at a considerable distance 
from my house, for the ~ad-< 
vantage of fresh soil, where the 
rooks, from a rookery in the jaeigh- 
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bourhood, discovered, and so nearly just escaped total destruction. Next 
destroyed the whole, root and branch, season I hope to be more fortunate. 
in June, that my best varieties but 
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